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Abstract

The increasing tendency of girls to read popular romance fictions and the continuation of
this tendency during the educational years at university and even in the following years,
despite much criticisms and negative attitudes towards to reading this literary genre due to
its content and quality on one hand, and studying at university one of the most effective
institutions in the socialization process_ on the other hand, provided the basis for the
present research.

So the purpose of the present study was to compare socio- economic status, cultural capital
and social capital of the students who read fictions and those who do not and to investigate
literary taste of the formers according to cultural consumption theory.

This survey was done in, using a Questionnaire and the sampling method was stratified
proportional to size sampling.

290 girl, seniors of payame noor university of Mashhad (2012-2013) took part in this study.
According to findings, 46.2% of the students read fictions while 53.8% of them do not have
the tendency to do so.

Other findings also show that 64.2% of the participants have popular literary taste, 26.1%
intermediate -Popular, 4.5% intermediate And 5.2% have serious literary taste.

Socio- economic status and cultural capital were found to be effective on the participants’
literary taste but no relationship was observed between social capital and literary taste.
Cultural capital of the participants who read fiction waz higher compared to the ones who
do not read fiction. Findings from the present research also showed that attending
university dose not reduce the tendency to read popular romance fiction among the
participants.

Keywords: Popular romance fiction, Serious fiction, Socio- economic status, Cultural
capital, Social capital, Literary taste, Cultural socialization, University, Girls
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